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Water Quality at
Final Filtration

What impact can poor quality water have on the final filtration process?

Poor water quality can deposit materials and elog fikers sometimes as much, if not more, than process
sircams, Improving waicr quality may lesd g0 as muech as 5 20e30P% reduction in o facility™s woinl filicr
spend when usisg costly membeng filiers

What types of process water may contact the filters?

Warer msed for cheaning or samitanion will be dee bulke of water comtactmg process flliers, Waner used o
make-up chenming or sintage chemicals or fior pushing product may also concaci filiers,

What materials in the water can be most problematic?

Clays, silscates, carbonmics, macrobaal loads such as iron bacienia or slgac, or generad paticle debris may
all be present in woter supplies.

How can | tell if | might have poor quality water affecting my filters?

Tnzreasang differential pressures afier cleandng 5 & commos indicainr, That may also be duc o cther
cleaning refated problems such ns madeqgeate presrinsimg. A high uwsage of final membmane filkers vs
prefiliers may also indscate a water problem. Memhbranes have a low holding capacsty and will be more
affected by waber related msucs.
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What steps can be taken to improve water quality?

Stemincrs or Modia Beds
Warer Softeners
Chemicals or Floomilanis
UW hight

bdicrofiliration

Are there any treatments for filters once they are plugged with water
deposits?
Citric acid can remove carbonates. With other depasits such as silicates there are no trestments. It is best
o provend maicnials from reachimg process filbors.
Are municipal water sources cleaner than well or other sources?

Mo, In fal edery mnicipal waber supplies are the mast pluggng. Muncipal water 15 teated Bor sabety,
mal flicrakalicy.

Can water guality change over time?

Ye=. Water quality is very much seasonable and there are many things that may impact water quality.
Heavy raifis of spring Hew cause increises in water related plugging Dromghts may alsa, depending an
source depth. Tremaors or carthquakes in California becak loose elays m undengromsd springs and aguafcrs
and arc ofics followed by rodoced water qualing. Musicips) water autbsormics may pull from many differcm
sources beading to changes in water quality.

| use RO at my plant, can | use water from that at the filters?

Yes. RO [Reverse (smosis) is o one=step reatment that produces extremely high quality water.

What is SDI?

Sib density index s a valoe ofvem nsed for messuring warer qualny in indwsirial or RO applcanions, It s
ome form of a modified filkembility st through a membrane disk.

Is turbidity a good indicator of water quality?
Mo, Turbadity offers very lide correlation w0 how any soream will filer.

Where can | test or find out about my water quality 7

There e many lacal water trcabment amd tosbmg facilitics that rontincly mum watcr quality tosts for a
variety of mdusmal applications.

Important Note: Gusmer Enterprises, Inc. provides this information to the best of our knowledge. This information does not claim to be complete and Gusmer Enterprises, Inc. cannot assume liability for improper
use. All users are advised to test products to meet their specific needs.
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